
  

Jesus and Marx
Jesus (approx 5BC – 33AD) was a 

brown-skinned Jew distributing free 
healthcare. His virgin birth and resurrec-
tion were common among deity stories of 
his era. Less common was his preaching of
individual giving. But individual giving 
perpetuates inequality. Jesus’s followers 
went further, to community sharing (Acts 
2:44 and 4:32), which ends inequality. 
Some call that “communism.” It was, and 
still is, opposed by the rich.

Three centuries later, military dictator 
Constantine took control of Jesus’s story. 
The illiterate masses believed what they 
were told. The church preached feudalism 
and authoritarianism, not sharing.

Karl Marx (1818 – 1883) later became 
the figurehead of communism, though he 
didn’t invent it and his most (turn page) 

(side 2) famous writing was about capital-
ism. At its peak in the 1980s, Marxism 
ruled 1/3 of the world’s people – slightly 
more than call themselves “Christian.”

Marx’s book Capital was long and 
complicated, because capitalism is compli-
cated, because that benefits the capitalists. 
Long reading lists have become a tradition 
among Marxists. Personally, I (Eric) see 
that as a mistake, because it obscures the 
simplicity of the crucial core idea: After 
200,000 years of sharing, we switched to 
private property 12,000 years ago. That 
has ended our awareness of our shared 
responsibility for the well being of our 
community and ecosystem. Somehow we 
must return to sharing.
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ANTICAPITALISM TRADING CARDS!
give them away! make more of them!
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