
  

Bertolt Brecht
Bertolt Brecht wrote innovative plays 

critical of capitalism and fascism. In his 
play with songs, The Threepenny Opera 
(1928), a larcenous small-time gang leader
named Mack the
Knife complains
he can’t compete
with banks, and
wants to become a
banker himself. In 
Mother Courage
(1939),  Brecht
suggests that war
is continuation of business by other means;
the title character sells food and clothes to 
soldiers and literally loses her shirts when 
they are used for bandages.   (turn page) 

(side 2)   The Caucasian Chalk Circle 
(1945) portrays revolution and “almost a 
Golden Age” where a rogue judge named 
Azdak favors the oppressed in his court-
room.  At the Berliner Ensemble, the East 
German theater he co-founded with his 
wife actress Helena Weigel in 1949, Brecht
created what he called “Epic Theatre” to 
increase audience consciousness of injus-
tice and the need for social change. He 
said Karl Marx would have been his ideal 
spectator. Brecht (1898-1956) influenced 
later anti-capitalist theater work by many 
artists including Augusto Boal, Caryl 
Churchill, Dario Fo,  and Tony Kushner.
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