
 The Root Problem

I wrote this leaflet to distribute at many different ral-
lies – against war, poverty, racism, sexism, greenhouse 
gases, etc. All those are symptoms of one disease, our 
culture of separateness. It includes capitalism, but it's 
much older; our fall from grace was the invention of pri-
vate property 10,000 years ago. Now it's about to end, 
one way or the other: Our species is heading toward 

can’t afford to care about you. No wonder public shoot-
ings have become commonplace. But in addition to 
crushing our souls, any market economy also is materi-
ally unsustainable:

If we don't share all our goods, then we must trade 
some of them. At first glance, that seems a win-win deal:

Piketty's extensive data shows, increasing inequality is 
normal in capitalism, not an aberration. A simpler model 
is the board game Monopoly, which always ends with all 
the players but one totally impoverished – even if no one
cheats, so that’s built into the principles of   (turn page) 

 The Root Problem

I wrote this leaflet to distribute at many different ral-
lies – against war, poverty, racism, sexism, greenhouse 
gases, etc. All those are symptoms of one disease, our 
culture of separateness. It includes capitalism, but it's 
much older; our fall from grace was the invention of pri-
vate property 10,000 years ago. Now it's about to end, 
one way or the other: Our species is heading toward 

can’t afford to care about you. No wonder public shoot-
ings have become commonplace. But in addition to 
crushing our souls, any market economy also is materi-
ally unsustainable:

If we don't share all our goods, then we must trade 
some of them. At first glance, that seems a win-win deal:

Piketty's extensive data shows, increasing inequality is 
normal in capitalism, not an aberration. A simpler model 
is the board game Monopoly, which always ends with all 
the players but one totally impoverished – even if no one
cheats, so that’s built into the principles of   (turn page) 



(side 2)  the game, not just a result of “corruption.”
In time, economic inequality grows enormous. Gilens 

and Page's 2014 study shows quantitatively that the USA
now is a plutocracy, not a democracy. Just a few people 
own and control nearly everything. They control our 
workplaces, which is why we hate Mondays and why 
progress brings us layoffs, not leisure. They control the 
government, so we can't repair the rules. They control 
the “mainstream” news media, and so we are deceived 

lies. That’s an argument against any concentration of 
power, not just that of the market; we should replace 
hierarchical government with peer-to-peer networking.

Buyer and seller may both profit from a market trans-
action, but other parties are adversely affected without 
being consulted. These externalized costs are not 
reflected in market prices, which therefore are far from 
true costs; markets have none of the efficiency claimed 
by their fans. Externalities are enormous – they include 
war, poverty, and more recently ecocide; we're about to 
go over a climate cliff.

The time has come to choose between extinction and 
caring. “Imagine all the people sharing all the world,” 
John Lennon sang. Join the conversation – we're all 
needed on the planning committee.
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